15-04
ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF MERCHANTVILLE,
COUNTY OF CAMDEN AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ADDING CHAPTER 9, ANIMALS, IN THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF MERCHANTVILLE

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the BorougiMairchantville,
County of Camden, and State of New Jersey, thgp€h8, Animals, in the Code of the Borough of

Merchantville is hereby amended as follows:

ARTICLE I. SECTION 9-1 Definitions.
As used in this Chapter, the following terms shale the meanings as indicated:

ANIMAL :  any live vertebrate creature including mammatsldy reptiles, amphibians and fish,
but not humans.

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER : a person 18 years of age or older who has aetwsily

completed the course of study approved by the Casioner of Health and Senior
Services of the State of New Jersey and the Pdireening Commission as
prescribed by paragraphs (1) through (3) of submea. of section 3 of N.J.
P.L.1983, c. 525 (C.4:19-15.16a); or who has beepl@yed in the State of New
Jersey in the capacity of, and with similar resgmhtes to those required of, a
certified animal control officer pursuant to theyisions of N.J. P.L.1983, c. 525 for
a period of three years before January 17, 1987.

ANIMAL RESCUE ORGANIZATION : an individual or group of individuals who, withr
without salary or compensation, house and caredoreless animals in the home of
an individual or in other facilities, with the imte of placing the animals in
responsible, more permanent homes as soon as Igossib

ANIMAL RESCUE ORGANIZATION FACILITY : the home or other facility in which an
animal rescue organization houses and cares faniamal.



ANIMAL SHELTER : any establishment where dogs, cats or otheralsiare received, housed

AT-LARGE :

BREEDER:

CAT:

and distributed, but not a pet store.

that an animal is off the property of its owneddi) the animal has entered upon the
property of another person without authorizatiothat person, or (ii) the animal has
entered onto public property, street or right-ofpuanless that animal is restrained
by its owner, or a person caring for the animabehalf of the owner, with a leash of
no less than six feet in length, or other physscatrol device, such that the animal is
under the physical control of the owner or persaning for the animal on behalf of
the owner. Nothing in this definition is intendedgdrevent dogs being on training
leashes or on retractable leashes or being engagatier appropriate activities
under adequate, responsible adult supervision wiageds taken to assure control as
needed is available to prevent violations of thidi@ance.

any person who causes or allows the breeding miake or female dog or cat.

"Breeder" shall not apply to a person who ownsrareutered female cat or dog that
has borne one (1) litter since the enactment af dhdinance if that cat or dog is
spayed subsequent to the birth of that litter stw ggevent further litters.

a member of the species Felis catus.

CAT OF LICENSING AGE : any cat which is not a community cat which haiaed the age of

seven months or, if age cannot be determined, avhath possesses a set of
permanent teeth.

COMMUNITY CAT : any free-roaming cat that may be cared for byammaore residents of the

immediate area who is/are known or unknown; a comtyigat mayor may not be
feral. Community cats shall be distinguished fiatimer cats by being sterilized and
ear-tipped; community cats are exempt from licemsstray and at-large provisions
of this Ordinance

COMMUNITY CAT CAREGIVER : any person who, in accordance with a commurdty c

management/TNR program to trap, neuter, vaccioatabies, ear tip and return free
roaming cats or feral cats:

1. Neuters, vaccinates for rabies, ear tips and retone or more community
cats;

2. Provides care, including food, shelter or medieakdo the cat; or

3. Has temporary custody of the cat.



Free-roaming cats cared for by community cat casrgimay or may not be feral. A
community cat caregiver shall not be considereavitn, possess, keep or harbor a
community cat.

COMMUNITY CAT COLONY : "Community Cat Colony" means a single communéyar a
group of community cats that congregate togeth&idel as a unit. Although not
every cat in a colony may be feral, any non-fegd$ ¢that congregate with a colony
shall be deemed part of it.

DOG: a member of the species "Canis familiaris."

DOG OF LICENSING AGE : any dog which has attained the age of sevem@nths or, if age
cannot be determined, a dog which possesses &Eatoanent teeth.

EAR TIPPING : the straight-line cutting of the tip of one e&a cat while the cat is anesthetized.
Ear tipping the left ear is the best and univeysadcepted practice; although in the
past cats may have been ear-tipped on the right ear

FERAL CAT : acat that is unsocialized to humans and hasipgrament of extreme fear of, and
resistance to, contact with humans. Feral catsrmladed in the definition of
"community cats" as community cats may or may reotdoal. Feral cats are:

1. Born in the wild; or
2. Offspring of socialized or feral cats and not shizal; or
3. Formerly socialized cats that have been abandomédhave reverted to an

unsocialized state.

FOSTER HOME: placement by an animal rescue organizationaait®@r dog with an individual
or group that is not an animal rescue organizdorthe purpose of temporarily
caring for the cat or dog, without the individualgsoup assuming ownership, and
with the intent of the individual or group relinghing the cat or dog to the animal
rescue organization or a suitable owner when ohecated. A foster home may
provide care to a cat or dog without the effecthaf fostered cat or dog counting
toward a municipality's household pet limit (shoaite exist); however individuals
or groups providing care in a foster home must dgmwth all other provisions of
this Ordinance.

FOWL: Any chicken, turkey, geese, duck, emu, ostricargr other fowl customarily found
on a farm, and pigeons.



GOVERNING BODY : the Borough Council of the Borough of Merchalvi

HARBOR:

KENNEL :

the act of caring for and keeping an animather act of providing a premise or
residence to which the animal returns for foodltsher care, where the caregiver is
providing the primary source of sustenance fordhamal for at least ten days,
whichever time is shorter. Community cat caregivErsot harbor community cats
for the purposes of this ordinance, but are sulbgeitte provisions of the Ordinance
pertaining to community cats.

any establishment wherein-or whereon the bssiiné boarding or selling dogs or
breeding dogs for sale is carried on, except sipap.

LIVESTOCK : Any bull, cow, calf, heifer, sheep, llama, gdadyse, pony, swine or any other

animal customarily found on a farm.

MICROCHIP : an electronic animal identification device thairiserted into an animal, typically

on the back between the shoulder blades, by ainvetien in accordance with
professional medical standards.

MUNICIPALITY : The Borough of Merchantville or, the “Borough.”

NEUTER:

NUISANCE:

to have a licensed veterinarian surgically stexithe animal. For the purposes of this
Ordinance, neuter shall mean to neuter a male doinspay a female animal.

disturbing the peace by:

1. Habitual or continuous howling, barking, cryingsmreaming; or

2. The habitual and significant destruction, desecnatir soiling of property
against the wishes of the owner of the propertpairticular, the creation of
conditions leading to the excessive breeding affler flies, odors or noises;

or

3. Habitually chasing motor vehicles or other vehictas
4, Habitually chasing or otherwise molesting passersby
5 Habitually trespassing upon public or private grgin

For the purpose of this Ordinance: (1) "habituathgans occurring on at least two
separate occasions within a time period of one maxcept that barking, howling,

crying or screaming habitually, means making thenslpersistently or continuously
for at least 30 minutes occurring at least threausge times within a period of eight
hours; (2) "persistently” or "continuously" shalean non-stop utterances for 30
consecutive minutes with interruption of less tB@rseconds at a time.
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OWNER: any person, household, firm, corporation, or otrganization who:

1. Possesses, harbors, keeps, has control of, aiteyi, a property interest in,
or permanent custody of any animal regulated ls/dhdinance; or
2. For three days or more has temporary custody apkepossesses, or

exercises control over any animal.
A person must be age 18 or older to be considéestegal owner of an animal. If a
person under age 18 is considered the custodzaretaker of the animal, the parent
or legal guardian shall be considered the legalswhthe animal. A community cat
caregiver is not an owner of community cats forghigoses of this ordinance but is
subject to the provisions pertaining to communét caregivers.

PET SHOP:. any place of business which is not part of a k&nmherein animals, including, but
not limited to, dogs, cats, birds, fish, reptikebits, hamsters or gerbils, are kept or
displayed chiefly for the purpose of sale to induals for personal appreciation and
companionship rather than for business or resgargboses.

PHYSICAL CONTROL : adequate ability to manage the actions of thmalnto prevent the
animal from engaging in biting, physical aggressiowards people or animals,
straying, being at-large or other behaviors regualdtty this ordinance or state law
through the use of a proper leash attached to proppate collar or harness. To
maintain physical control, the owner of the animaist have the animal on a leash
not to exceed six feet at its maximum extension.

POUND: an establishment for the confinement of dogss @at other animals seized or
captured by a municipality or the agent of a mypatity under the provisions of this
ordinance, or otherwise. This term is often appt@é municipal animal control
facility or a private or non-profit animal shelt#rat contracts with one or more
municipalities to hold such animals.

PROPER SHELTER: a structure that:

1. protects an animal from weather and is sufficiengiytilated and insulated to
provide refuge from precipitation, wind, extremenperature and direct
sunlight; and

2. is fully enclosed with walls on three sides, witlioarth wall having an

entranceway large enough to allow the animal tereartd exit comfortably,
but not so large as to allow all heat to escamid temperatures; and
has a solid, waterproof roof; and

has a solid floor that does not sag under the disinvaight; and

has a door or flap covering the entranceway dutemgperatures of 40
degrees or below; and
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6. is positioned at a sufficient elevation to prewsater from running into the
structure; and

7. is small enough to retain the animal's body heabid weather and large

enough for the animal to stand, turn around andd&yn in comfortably; and

is sturdy and structurally sound and in good reend

if it contains bedding such bedding shall be claad dry; and

0. issurrounded by an area of at least five (5)tlegt is clear of debris, feces,
and urine.

B ©

SEVERE INJURY: any physical injury that results in one or moreken bones or one or more
lacerations requiring sutures, or an injury reeugnieconstructive or plastic
surgery.

SHELTER: any establishment where dogs or other animalseastved, housed and distributed.

SPONSOR an individual or organization which registers lwitlerchantville, oversees the
implementation of TNR in Merchantville, offers sies to caregivers and
community cat colonies, and works to resolve comitgwat nuisance complaints in
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

STRAY: any animal that is found to be at-large, whelbgtrby its owner or otherwise, or that
is on the common areas of apartments, condominitraiker parks or other multi-
residential premises, and that does not have fiEiion tag and for which there is
no identifiable owner. The term "stray" shall na applied to community cats
managed in accordance with this Ordinance.

SUFFICIENT FOOD: access to uncontaminated, palatable food, apptedor the species of
animal, on a regular, ongoing basis in quantiti#gBsent to maintain a regular body
weight as determined by Purina Body Score Systeava&terinarian.

SUFFICIENT WATER : access to clean, potable water on a regulagingdasis in quantities
sufficient to prevent the animal from experienctighydration.

TNR: Trap-Neuter-Return
TNR PROGRAM: a program pursuant to which community feral atrdy cats are humanely

trapped, spayed or neutered, vaccinated againesramnd returned to the location at
which they were trapped. A cat may receive a miupas part of a TNR Program.



TRAP/HUMANE TRAP : any trap used to capture stray dogs or catdsttainstructed so that it
does not harm the animal.

VETERINARIAN : an individual who is licensed to engage in trecpce of veterinary medicine
in the State of New Jersey.

ARTICLE II. SECTION 9-2 General provisions.

A. No person shall keep an animal on a property i@arrar that causes one or more of
the following: unsanitary conditions; infestatiog imsects or rodents; physical conditions that
endanger the health or safety of humans.

B. No person shall maintain or feed any animal, doic&tstd or wild, in a manner that
causes one or more of the following: unsanitargld@@mns; infestation by insects or rodents; phylsica
conditions that endanger the health or safety ofdns.

C. Community cat colonies shall be permitted, and gigess shall be entitled to

maintain them, in accordance with the terms andlitioms of this Chapter.

ARTICLE IIl. SECTION 9-3 Responsibilities of owners of animals.

A. Owners of animals shall provide for those animafi@gent food; sufficient water,
proper shelter and protection from weather; sdfitspace for exercise; veterinary care as needed t
prevent suffering; grooming as needed to preveifésng; and humane care and treatment.

B. The owner of a domesticated animal shall exere@asanable care to guard against

the animal creating a nuisance.



C. The owner of a sexually intact (unneutered) doroattd animal shall not permit
his/her animal to roam unsupervised.
D. An owner shall not abandon a domesticated animahynprivate or public place.

E. An owner of a domesticated animal shall ensurettieatinimal is not at-large.

ARTICLE IV. SECTION 9-4 Community Cat Management Initiatives;
TNR Program

A. Purpose: The Borough believes that the safesegtacpet cats is indoors. The
Borough also recognizes that feral and community, @ defined in this Chapter, are not, in thé vas
majority of cases, suitable to be taken indooseds, and their home is outdoors. The town further
recognizes the need for innovation in addressieggbues presented by community cats. To that
end, the Borough finds that properly managed coniityoats are part of the solution to reducing the
numbers of feral cats in the Borough and the reg¢eithanasia of cats in area shelters. Community
cat colonies shall be permitted in Merchantvillepast of a community cat management/TNR
Program in accordance with the following provisions

B. Sponsors of TNR Programs: Merchantville shall $elgxivate non-profit 501(c)(3)
animal welfare organization to serve as the leawhSgr of the community cat management/TNR
program. The lead Sponsor shall oversee the teswf secondary sponsors and Community Cat
Caregivers in accordance with a Memorandum of Wstdading between Merchantville and the
selected non-profit organization. Individuals amgamizations may apply to the lead Sponsor to

serve as additional program Sponsors. Any persorertdity intending to undertake the
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responsibilities of secondary Sponsor shall adviséead Sponsor in writing and provide his/her/its
address, e-mail address and telephone number.

C. The lead Sponsor shall designate two individualselled as “primary feeder” and
“secondary feeder,” each of whom shall bear theawesibility of feeding the identified Community
Cat Colony. No other person shall feed the ideatiCommunity Cat Colony unless so designated
by the lead Sponsor.

D. Community Cat Caregivers: Community Cat Caregiwaist ensure community cats
are sterilized, vaccinated against the threat loies and ear-tipped, and must cooperate with the
Municipality and the Sponsor to abate any nuisa@@mmunity Cat Caregivers are encouraged to
register with a Sponsor and follow best practidesoonmunity cat care.

E. Location of Community Cat Colonies: All managedxounity cat colonies must be
maintained in compliance with trespassing and ptgpaws.

F. Requirements for exemptions from certain provisiofihis Chapter: All cats that
are part of an approved TNR/community cat programsyeant to this Chapter must be sterilized,
vaccinated against the threat of rabies, and ppedi for easy identification. If these requirements
are met the community cat is exempted from licagmssiray and at-large provisions of this

Ordinance.

ARTICLE V. SECTION 9-5 Trapping of cats by non-Community Cat
Caregivers.

Trapping of community cats by those who are notroomity cat caregivers as defined in this
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Ordinance, Sponsors, animal control officers emgdolpy the municipality, or members of law
enforcement, is prohibited unless the person trapphe cats is doing so for the purpose of
providing medical attention for a sick or injureat or for the purpose of TNR. Persons who trap

free-roaming cats for the purpose of TNR must cgmapth the provisions of this Ordinance.

ARTICLE VI. SECTION 9-6 Disposition ear-ipped community cats.

A. Injured or sick ear-tipped cats trapped by animatol officer: If an animal control
officer traps an injured or sick ear-tipped cat tlemuires medical attention, the animal control
officer shall take the cat to a pound, to scarctitdor a microchip. If a microchip is found which
identifies the cat or cat's colony, the officerlsbantact the Sponsor or community cat caregiver o
the cat who shall then arrange for medical attentibthe injured or sick cat does not have a
microchip and cannot otherwise be identified byathienal control officer, the animal control officer
shall contact the Sponsor who will arrange forasieto receive medical attention and, return the ca
to the appropriate colony or place the cat in ago#ppropriate placement.

B. Ear tipped cats inadvertently trapped by animatrobn An animal control officer
who traps an apparently healthy ear-tipped cat shalediately release the cat.

C. Ear tipped cats deliberately trapped by animal robntcommunity cat
caretaker/Sponsor responsible for nuisance abaterAaranimal control officer, who deliberately
traps an ear-tipped cat, shall scan the cat foiceochip.

1. If a full scan is not possible in the field dudractious behavior, the officer
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shall take the cat to a shelter or holding facildyscan the cat for a microchip. If a microchip is
found which identifies the cat or cat's colonyifdhe officer is able to identify the cat by aneth
means, the officer shall contact the Sponsor omgonity cat caregiver of the cat with a description
of the cat, the microchip number, the location weltee cat was trapped, and the nuisance complaint
which caused the animal control officer to setithp. The caregiver or Sponsor shall retrieve #te c
and return the cat to its colony and undertakeamagis abatement efforts.

2. If the caregiver or Sponsor is not able to immeyatake custody of the cat,
the officer shall return the cat to the approprai®ny.

3. If the cat does not have a microchip and canna@ratise be identified by the
Sponsor or a community cat caregiver, the animatrobofficer shall contact the Sponsor so the cat
can be placed in an appropriate colony placement.

D. Community cats suspected to be rabid: If a trammedmunity cat is suspected of
being rabid, the animal shall be immediately regbtb the Board of Health and to the Department
of Health and Senior Services, and shall be quiasethtobserved, and otherwise handled and dealt
with as appropriate for an animal suspected ofdeaid or as required by the Department of

Health and Senior Services for such animals.

ARTICLE VII. SECTION 9-7 Resolution of Camplaints; Procedures.
A. The requirements of this article notwithstandingnaal control officers and police

officers may investigate any nuisance complaintarifanimal control officer or police officer
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determines that an ear-tipped community cat isingus nuisance as defined by this article, the
animal control officer or police officer shall cast the Sponsor. The Sponsor shall begin nuisance
abatement procedures within 48 hours and makealmnable efforts to resolve the nuisance in as
short a time period as possible, not to exceed§8.dIf the Sponsor fails to resolve the nuisance
remove the cat within 60 days, the animal contfiater may remove the cat. If an animal control
officer removes a community cat, the municipalitysnnotify the Sponsor or community cat
caregiver and allow the Sponsor or caregiver toenet the cat from the pound for adoption or
relocation. If an animal control officer or polio#icer reasonably determines that a cat is injored
poses a significant threat to public health, tHecef may reduce the time that the Sponsor has to
resolve the complaint, as necessary to protedahand public health, before taking further action
In the case of an emergency, the animal contratefor police officer may remove the cat, but
within 24 hours the municipality must provide th@8sor with notice of the cat’'s whereabouts and

allow the Sponsor an opportunity to retrieve thiefaatreatment, return, or relocation.

B. Factors to be considered during the nuisance aleaitepnocess shall include:
1. Recognition of the value of wildlife;
2. Recognition of the value of TNR in managing comntynat colonies;
3. The availability of devices and strategies to mizemuisance behavior by

community cats that may have caused the complaint.
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ARTICLE VIII. SECTION 9-8 Enforcement of Community Cat
Management Initiative/ TNR Program

Merchantville shall have the following rights:

A. The right to seize or remove cats from a colonycitiave not been vaccinated
against rabies and which are demonstrating sigtiseafisease.

B. The right to seize or remove a cat from a colonychhis creating a nuisance as
defined in this Ordinance, after the communitycaaegiver and Sponsor have been given 60 days to
abate the nuisance or remove and relocate theddizeve failed to do so. The caregiver must begin
nuisance abatement procedures within 48 hours la#tielg notified of a nuisance by an animal
control officer and must take all reasonable stepsesolve the nuisance in as short a time as
possible, not to exceed 60 days.

C. The right to seize or remove a cat or colony oé edten the community cat caregiver
regularly fails to comply with the colony care ragments of this Chapter and the Sponsor has not
been able to obtain a replacement or substituegyoar within 30 days of the Merchantville's notice
to the caregiver and Sponsor of failure to comptirthis Chapter. If one or more cats are in danger
due to a caregiver's lack of compliance, the Spomsty work with other local caregivers to find a

suitable replacement caregiver or relocate the cats

ARTICLE IX. SECTION 9-9 Trapping Requirements.
It shall be unlawful for any person to use inhumarethods to capture dogs or cats. Traps

and the trapping of dogs or cats must meet thevidatig requirements:
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A. Traps shall not be left unattended for more thamhaurs

B. Traps shall not be left set overnight unless teapshecked at least every two hours;

C. Traps shall not be left unattended for any len@itinte in temperatures below forty-
five (45) degrees Fahrenheit or above 80 degrda®fheit; in rain or snow; or in any other extreme
weather; and

D. Traps utilized to capture dogs or cats shall bednariraps.

ARTICLE X. SECTION 9-10 Trap to Euthanize

The practice of trapping cats and/or dogs for tmgse of euthanizing the animal shall be
unlawful except in cases of serious disease onyirgis determined by a licensed veterinarian.
Further, it shall be unlawful to employ or to bepayed for the express purpose of trapping and
killing free-roaming cats and dogs as a meansharete a nuisance. This section shall not prohibit
an animal control officer or police officer fromregng out their lawful duties as otherwise

specifically permitted under this Chapter.

ARTICLE XI. SECTION 9-11 Animals at-large prohibited.

No owner or person having temporary custody ofaangnal shall permit the animal to be, or
fail to provide physical control to restrain theraal from being, at-large. Dogs on leashes extendin
beyond six feet shall be considered at-large fovigrons of this ordinance, but it shall only be a

violation if the owner or person having temporangtody of the dog on a leash extending beyond
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six feet is also violating another provision ofsti@rdinance.
A. A dog shall be considered exempt from the ajdgsrovision if:
1. the dog is engaged in the performance of dutiele under the supervision
and control of law enforcement officials performiagv enforcement work; or
2. the dog is engaged in any legal hunt or traipmagedure, including training
or exhibiting in legal sports such as obediencaldyi conformation shows, field trials,
hunting/retrieving trials and herding trials; howevsuch dogs at all other times and in all other
respects shall be subject to this Chapter; or
3. The dog is in a Merchantville or County-desiguladr legally established,
private "off-leash" dog park and is under the suisen of the owner or a responsible person.
B. A cat shall be considered exempt from theseipians if:
1. The cat is part of an approved community catagament/TNR program in

accordance with this Ordinance.

ARTICLE XII. SECTION 9-12 Abandonment of animal.

No person may desert or abandon any animal atudlicr private location. The practice of
TNR and the provision of care to a community catatordance with the provisions of this
Ordinance do not constitute desertion or abandohrakthe community cat. However, the
placement of a cat at a community cat colony bgragn other than the community cat caregiver or

Sponsor constitutes abandonment.
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ARTICLE XIII. SECTION 9-13 Control of waste and clean-up; exemption.

A. No person owning, possessing, harboring, keepialiimg or in custody or charge of
any dog shall cause, suffer, permit or allow sumipto soil, defile, defecate or commit any nuisance
on any common thoroughfare, sidewalk, passagewawth, play area, park, school ground or any
place where people congregate or walk, or upompabijc property whatsoever, or upon any private
property without the permission of the owner ofigaioperty; provided however, that it shall be a
complete defense to a violation of this section si@h person immediately removed and disposed
of all feces and droppings deposited by said daysnitable and sanitary manner.

B. Any person owning, possessing, harboring, keepwatking or in custody or charge
of any dog shall have in his or her possessiongg@te sanitary means to remove immediately any
feces and droppings which may be deposited bydoglon or in the areas enumerated or described
in subsection A, above. Such means shall inclugkeate not limited to a scooper, shovel, container,
disposal bag, wrapper or other implement.

C. Disposal in a suitable and sanitary manner shellide but shall not be limited to
taking the removed feces and droppings home im&twr, disposal bag or wrapper and placing the
same in a trash can or removing the same fromathi&amer, bag or wrapper and depositing the same
in the sanitary sewer. In no event shall dispasa suitable and sanitary manner include the
placement of unwrapped feces or droppings in & ttas, or the placement or disposal into a storm
sewer or the burial of said feces or droppingsran property or areas enumerated and described in

subsection A, above.
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D. The prohibition contained in this Section shall apply to any owner or keeper who

requires the use of a disability assistance amivhde such animal is being used for that purpose.

ARTICLE XIV. SECTION 9-14 Licensing of dogs and cats; license and
registration tag required; placing tag on
dog or cat; wearing tag; lost tag or
registration certificate.

A. Any person residing in Merchantville who shall owegep or harbor a dog or cat of
licensing age shall annually apply for and procficen the Borough Clerk or other official
designated by the Borough Council thereof to lieetisgs and cats, a license and official metal
registration tag for each such dog or cat so owkept, or harbored. Any such person shall place
upon each such dog or cat a collar or harnesshethegistration tag securely fastened thereto. Any
such dog or cat must wear the registration tagteng the dog or cat is not upon its owner's
property. Upon proof by affidavit of the loss ofertificate or metal tag, the Borough Clerk shall
issue a new certificate or tag upon payment otafe$20.00.

B. These licensing requirements shall not apply to roamity cats in an approved

community cat management/TNR program.

ARTICLE XV. SECTION 9-15 Evidence of inoalation with rabies vaccine
or certification of exemption; requirement
for license.

Neither the Borough Clerk or other official desitgthby the Borough Council to license

dogs and cats therein shall grant any such licend@fficial metal registration tag for any dogat
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unless the owner or custodian thereof provideseswd that the dog or cat to be licensed and
registered has been inoculated with a rabies vaazira type approved by and administered in
accordance with the recommendations of the Unita@SDepartment of Agriculture and the United
States Department of Health and Human Servicebasrbeen certified exempt as provided by
regulations of the State Department of Health aedi@ Services. Such vaccination shall be
repeated at intervals as provided by regulationthefState Department of Health and Senior
Services, and shall be administered by a duly $edrveterinarian or by such other veterinarian
permitted by law to do the same. Proof of inocolafor dogs shall be in the form prescribed by the
State Department of Health and Senior Servicds regulations. Proof of inoculation for cats shall
be on a certificate or form containing the rabiasome lot number and expiration date and the

signature of the administering veterinarian.

ARTICLE XVI. SECTION 9-16 License and regstration fees; expiration
date of license and registration; other fee

The owner applying for the license and registrataanshall pay the following fees:

A. A license fee of $17.00 for a neutered dog oramad, a license fee of $20.00 for an
unneutered dog or cat.

B. In addition to the fees assessed for each neutsrddunneutered dog licensed,
Merchantville shall also collect and forward $1t@@he State of New Jersey pursuant to N.J.S.A.

4:19-15.
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C. For each unneutered dog licensed, the municipahsil collect and forward an
additional $3.00 to the State of New Jersey forodépn the Animal Population Control Fund
pursuant to N.J.5.A. 4:19-1S.3b.

D. Owners shall apply for a license and pay the appatglicense and registration fees
before January 31 of each calendar year.

E. A late fee of $20.00 shall be charged for eacinBeenot applied for by {late fee date
here} of each calendar year. A non-compliance fe&50.00 shall be charged for each cat or dog
found to be unlicensed.

F. Any person applying for a license and registratag for a dog determined to be
vicious or potentially dangerous pursuant to NAL.8:19-17 et seq. of the laws of the State of New
Jersey shall pay an annual fee of $700.00.

G. Any person, firm or corporation may keep, possedsawe custody and control of
four (4) dogs or cats, or any combination thereonbanting to four (4) animals, but not including
newborn dogs or cats less than six months of ageisyare the progeny of an animal or animals
legally on the premises at the time of the progehyth, within the territorial jurisdiction of thi
Borough, but in no event shall the combinationdbétotal more than four animals to one property.

H. Any person, firm or corporation wishing to keepsgess or have custody and control
of a fifth or more dog or cat under this Sectiorymeake application to the Board of Health of the
Borough of Merchantville which, after the appropeismvestigation, will make a recommendation to

the Borough Council of the Borough of Merchantvdle to whether a permit should issue to the
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applicant to keep, possess or have custody andotohia fifth or more dog or cat.

ARTICLE XVII. SECTION 9-17 "Seeing eye", "service" and "hearing ear"
Dogs.

Dogs used as guides for blind persons and comnkaolyn as "seeing-eye" dogs, dogs used
to assist handicapped persons and commonly knoviseadce dogs," or dogs used to assist deaf
persons and commonly known as "hearing ear" dogi§ lsh licensed and registered as other dogs
herein, provided for, except that the owner or ke such dog shall not be required to pay any fee

therefor.

ARTICLE XVIII. SECTION 9-18 Time for applyin g for license
The owner of any newly-acquired dog or cat of |gieg age or of any dog or cat which
attains licensing age shall make application fmrise and registration tag for such dog or caimwith

ten (10) days after such acquisition or age attamm

ARTICLE XIX. SECTION 9-19 Dogs and cats bought from outside of the
Borough of Merchantville

A. Only one license and registration tag shall beiredun any licensing year for any
dog or cat owned in New Jersey, and such licend¢aanshall be accepted by all municipalities as
evidence of compliance with this Section. Any para/ho shall bring or cause to be brought into

Merchantville any dog or cat licensed in anothatétor the current year, and bearing a registratio
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tag, and shall keep the same or permit the saime kept within the State for a period of more than
ninety (90) days shall immediately apply for a fise and registration tag for each such dog or cat
unless such dog or cat is licensed under anotleéosenf this Ordinance.

B. Any person who shall bring or cause to be brougflatMerchantville any dog or cat
that is not licensed in any jurisdiction and skakp the same or permit the same to be kept within
Merchantville for a period of more than thirty (3fys shall immediately apply for a license and

registration tag for each such dog or cat unlesh dog or cat be licensed under this Ordinance.

ARTICLE XX. SECTION 9-20 Application; contents; preservation of
information, registration numbers.

The license and registration application shalkstia¢ breed, sex, age, color and markings of
the dog or cat for which license and registratimnsought, whether it is of a long-or short-haired
variety, whether it has been neutered, and, if @ @dether it has been surgically debarked or
silenced; also the name, street and post officeeaddand telephone number of the owner and the
person who shall keep or harbor such dog or cdte imformation on the application and the
registration number issued for the dog or cat skepreserved for a period of three (3) years by th
Borough Clerk or other local official designated license dogs and cats in Merchantville.

Registration numbers shall be issued in the orfifrenapplications.
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ARTICLE XXI. SECTION 9-21 Removing tag from dog or cat without
owner's consent; attaching tag to another
dog or cat.

No person, except an officer in the performanda®tiuties shall remove a registration tag

from the collar of any dog or cat without the cartsef the owner, nor shall any person attach a

registration tag to a dog or cat for which it was issued.

ARTICLE XXII. SECTION 9-22 Vaccinations.

A. No person in Merchantville shall own, possess, tvanbhave in custody any dog or
cat over seven (7) months of age unless such dogtdras been vaccinated or inoculated against
rabies by a licensed veterinarian. Such vaccinatiomoculation shall consist of an anti-rabies
vaccine of standard and accepted quality and famhé duration of which shall be noted on the
vaccination certificate or tag. Such vaccinatitralsbe repeated at intervals as provided by
regulations of the State Department of Health agni® Services, and shall be administered by a
duly licensed veterinarian or by such other vetran permitted by law to do the same.

B. A cat or dog will be considered exempt from thisyision if a licensed veterinarian
certifies in writing that the animal's infirmitytheer physical condition, or regimen of therapy

exempts it from vaccination against rabies.

ARTICLE XXIII.  SECTION 9-23 Unlicensed dog or cat presumed
unvaccinated.

A. Any unlicensed dog or cat that is older than sg7g¢mmonths is presumed to be
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unvaccinated. This presumption can be rebutted bylg current rabies vaccination certificate
signed by a veterinarian or issued by an approeedmmental agency.
B. A community cat that has been ear-tipped is pregutnehave been vaccinated

against rabies at least once.

ARTICLE XXIV. SECTION 9-24 Canvass of dogs and cat; report.

The Borough Clerk, or any person appointed foipiingose by the Borough Council, shall
annually cause a canvass to be made of all dogseasdwned, kept or harbored within the Borough
limits and shall report, on or before Septembef the year in which the census is taken, to the
Borough Council, the local Board of Health, andhe State Department of Health and Human

Services the results thereof. Community cats $feaéixcluded from the canvass.

ARTICLE XXV. SECTION 9-25 License for kennd, pet shop, shelter
or pound.
A. Any person who keeps or operates or proposes ablestt a kennel, a pet shop, a

shelter or a pound shall apply to the Borough Clerkother official designated to license dogs)
where such establishment is located, for a licemsttling him to keep or operate such
establishment. The application shall describeptieenises where the establishment is located or is
proposed to be located and the purpose or purgoseich it is to be maintained, and shall be
accompanied by documentation from the local mual@pd health authorities showing compliance

with the local and State rules and regulations gumg location of and sanitation at such
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establishments.

B. All licenses issued for a kennel, pet shop, sheltpound shall state the purpose for
which the establishment is maintained, and all digelmses shall expire on the last day of June of
each year, and be subject to revocation by Merghignin recommendation of the State Department
of Health and Senior Services or the local BoarHe#ilth for failure to comply with the rules and
regulations of the State Department or local Bagrderning the same, after the owner has been
afforded a hearing by either the State Departmelttoal Board, except as provided by State law.

C. Any person holding such license shall not be reglto secure individual licenses for
dogs owned by such licensee and kept at such is$tad@nts. Such licenses shall not be transferable
to another owner or different premises.

D. The license for a kennel, pet shop, shelter or galrall be subject to review by
Merchantville, upon recommendation by the Statedbpent of Health and Senior Services or the
local health authority for failure by the kennetf gshop, shelter or pound to comply with the rules
and regulations of the State Department or localltHeauthority governing kennels, pet shops,
shelters or pounds, or if the kennel, pet shofdtesher pound meets the criteria for recommended
suspension or revocation as provided by State law.

E. Merchantville, based on the criteria for the recandation of the local health
authority provided by State law, may suspend ttenke for 90 days or may revoke the licensesfit i
determined at a hearing that the pet shop, keshelter or pound:

1. failed to maintain proper hygiene and exercisexeasle care in safeguarding
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the health of animals in its custody or
2. sold a substantial number of animals that the Kemnpet shop knew, or

reasonably should have known, to be unfit for paseh

F. The owner of a kennel, pet shop, shelter or pounst submit to a yearly inspection
by municipal animal control officer, municipal hébabfficer and/or code enforcement officer. In the
event of a complaint or problem, inspection mayuo@yery thirty (30) days until the problem is
resolved. The municipality may inspect daily or Wgéf deemed necessary to protect the health and
welfare of the animals or humans, or in accordavitteany judicial ruling if court proceedings are
initiated.

G. Every kennel or pet shop licensed by Merchantghall submit annually and no
later than May 1 of each year records of the tatahber of cats and dogs, respectively, sold by the
pet shop or kennel each year, and Merchantvilld phavide this information to the local health

authority.

ARTICLE XXVI. SECTION 9-26 License fees for kennes and pet shops; no
fee for shelter or pound

The annual license fee for a kennel providing acooaiations for ten or fewer dogs shall be
$100.00 and for more than ten (10) dogs $150.06.armual license fee for a pet shop shall be
$50.00. No license fee shall be charged for aehet pound. Additional permit and fees shall be

required for facilities that breed cats or dogsl@scribed in this Ordinance.
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ARTICLE XXVII. SECTION 9-27 Kennels, pet shops, skelters or pounds;
permitting dogs to go off premises.

No dog kept in a kennel, pet shop, shelter or pahall be permitted off such premises,

except on leash or in a crate or other safe control

ARTICLE XXVIIl. SECTION 9-28 List of licensed kenn els, pet shops, shelters
and pounds.

The Borough Clerk, or other official designatedlitense dogs in Merchantville, shall
forward to the State Department of Health a lisalbfkennels, pet shops, shelters and pounds
licensed within thirty (30) days after the licenslesrefor are issued, which list shall include the

name and address of the licensee and the kindesfde issued.

ARTICLE XXIX. SECTION 9-29 Revocation or denial of license for individual
dog, individual cat or kennel.

Merchantville may deny a license to, or revokeearise from, any person found violating or
refusing to comply with any part of the provisiafghis ordinance, including, but not limited to:

A. Violating any animal control laws or regulationsyaoning or health and safety laws
or any regulations relating to the keeping of ahémnar

B. Failing to keep and maintain in a clean and sang@gandition the premises on which
the animals are kept; or

C. Acting in an inhumane or cruel manner in the treathof the animals; or
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D. Failing to provide any animal with sufficient foalfficient water, proper shelter or
veterinary care; or

E. Failing to substantially comply with all condition§the license; or

F. Providing false information in the license applicator failing to cooperate with

inspection of the premises required by this Ordoeaor

G. Failing to obtain a breeding permit for breedingsaar dogs as described in this
ordinance.
ARTICLE XXX. SECTION 9-30 Breeding permits; admini stration.

A. Upon the enactment of this ordinance, no person evies keeps or harbors an

unneutered dog or cat shall cause or allow theymtooh of more than one litter of puppies or kigen
by any male or female dog or cat without first afiteg a breeding permit issued by Merchantville.
Such breeding permit is required in addition to Ezgnse, registration or permit required under by
Federal or State law, or Borough Ordinance.

B. Merchantville shall administer a permit progranaiow breeding of cats and dogs
consistent with the criteria and according to thecpdures contained in this ordinance.

C. Each applicant who is issued a permit to breedaral®gs under this section shall
pay a breeding permit fee of $50.00 per year faniog, keeping or harboring one (1) unneutered
female that has already borne one litter sincetiatment of this Chapter and/or one (1) unneutered

male and one (1) unneutered female. For applicamtsng, keeping or harboring four (4) or more
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dogs or cats the fee shall be $100.00 per year.

D. Breeding permits shall be valid for twelve montiesiewable on an annual basis. All
breeding permits shall contain the following teramsl conditions and be subject to the following
requirements:

1. No offspring may be sold or adopted and permanefdted until reaching an
age of at least eight (8) weeks.

2. No offspring may be sold or adopted until immunizeghinst common
diseases (feline pan leukopenia, rhinotrachitigigaus for cats; canine distemper, adenovirysety
2, parvovirus, Para influenza for dogs), or utigyt have begun a course of disease prevention under
the direction of a State of New Jersey licensedrugrian.

3. Any permit holder advertising to the public the iéadaility of any animal for
adoption or sale must prominently display the pemamber in any publications in which they
advertise. Further, the permit number must be piexvito any person adopting or purchasing an
animal bred by the permit holder.

4. The breeding permit holder shall adhere to mininstendards regarding the
care and keeping of animals developed and appioydte State of New Jersey and this ordinance.

5. The permit holder shall submit to a yearly insp@ttipy an animal control
officer, municipal health officer and/or code em@ment officer. In the event of a complaint or
problem, inspection may occur every 30 days uhgl problem is resolved. Merchantville may

inspect daily or weekly if deemed necessary toqutothe health and welfare of the animals or

28



humans, or in accordance with any judicial rulihgaurt proceedings are initiated.

6. If within one year of placement a new owner becouoreble or unwilling to
continue ownership and responsibility for an animbich is the offspring of a cat or dog of the
permit holder, the permit holder shall assist acpiment of the animal. If no suitable placement can
be found within 30 days, the permit holder shatlegot return of the animal and shall become fully

responsible for its care.

ARTICLE XXXI. SECTION 9-31 Application for and iss uance of breeding
permit.

The application shall include the name of the ajgpif, his or her residence address and
telephone number, the address of the proposeddacahere the animals are to be kept if different
from applicant's address, and a description ohthesing facilities for the keeping of the animals.
The application shall also state the number of utered dogs and/or cats to be kept. Merchantville
may require the applicant to provide any otherrimfation it reasonably deems necessary to properly
evaluate the application.

A. An application for a breeding permit shall indtua signed statement from the
applicant attesting that:

1. Keeping of the animals at the proposed locatitimot violate any federal,
state or local law;
2. Appropriate facilities of sufficient size exattthe proposed location to safely

and adequately secure, feed, house, exercise anthmdhe animals;
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3. The proposed location consists of a lot or ébtsufficient size to safely and
adequately house, maintain and exercise the anmtalsut disturbance to adjacent property owners
or the public;

4, Possession and maintenance of the animals ptdpesed location will not
result in the animals being subject to neglecteltyuor abuse;

5. The applicant has neither had any animal licengermit revoked, nor has
been convicted of any violation of any provisiontleis Chapter or any other state or local law
pertaining to the maintenance and treatment of alsimvithin the past five (5) years;

6. The keeping and maintenance of the animal wilcneate a public or private
nuisance or endanger the public health, safetystiave; and

7. The keeping of the animals at the proposed ilmtatomplies with all
Merchantville zoning regulations.

B. Merchantville may investigate or require anytlier information or documentation
which would assist in determining whether the steiets made by the applicant are correct and

whether the permit should be issued.

ARTICLE XXXIl. SECTION 9-32 Breeding permit condit ions.
A. Any permit issued under this Chapter shall bdeexpressly subject to the following
conditions:
1. The permit holder shall provide veterinary caseneeded and make every
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effort to keep all animals free of disease and ptes;

2. The permit holder shall keep the animals' livipugirters clean and sanitary,
shall provide sufficient food, sufficient water,pmppriate exercise and proper shelter;

3. Any structures housing animals shall be of digaht size to ensure the
health, safety and comfort of the animals as pev Blersey law and shall be placed at least six (6)
feet from any property boundaries in residentiabar

4. Any other conditions which Merchantville or thepartment of Health and
Senior Services or the State of New Jersey detesmareasonably necessary to protect the welfare
of the animals kept or the public, health, safetwelfare.

B. The breeding permit fee established under thegp@er shall be paid by the applicant

prior to issuance of the permit. Such fee shajpdid each time a permit is issued or renewed.

ARTICLE XXXIIl. SECTION 9-33 Inspections relating to a breeding permit.

A. The Borough, or an animal control officer or lavianement officer, may require
any breeding permit holder to produce for inspectmy required animal license, permit or
certificate of vaccination.’

B. The Borough, or an animal control officer or lawwenement officer may, with 48
hours’ notice to the permit holder, conduct sudpéatctions of the premises upon which animals are
kept under a breeding permit, as necessary toarcampliance with the conditions of the permit.

C. Such inspection of the premises shall be on ayé&adis and/or may result from
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concerns stemming from the direct observations aiemal control officer, law enforcement officer

or upon a non-anonymous compliant.

ARTICLE XXXIV. SECTION 9-34 Expiration and renewal of breeding permits.
A. Breeding permits issued under this Chapter shalrexne (1) year after issuance.
B. Breeding permits may be renewed on an annual iyasisfiling of a new application

containing updated information and payment of theual breeding permit fee established by this
Chapter.

C. No breeding permit shall be renewed if the Borowglan animal control officer or
law enforcement officer, has received two or maitessantiated complaints concerning the location
or manner of keeping of the animals or determihas the findings set forth in section cannot be

made or that any of the grounds for revocation masd in this Chapter exist.

ARTICLE XXXV. SECTION 9-35 Revocation of breeding permit.

A. Any breeding permit issued pursuant to this Chapiay be revoked if an animal
control officer or law enforcement officer has re@able cause to believe any of the following to be
true:

1. The permittee has violated any ordinances or gstalating to the keeping,
care or use of any animal including, but not lidite, those contained in this Chapter and those

contained in the statutes of the State of New yerse
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2. The permittee is in violation of any State healtlsafety law or regulation
regarding animal care or control,

3. The permittee has failed to comply with any comdlitor requirement of the
permit or has failed to pay any fee imposed unisrdode;

4. The permittee refused to allow inspection, uponyferght hours written
notice, of any animal covered by the permit orghemises on which the animal is kept;

5. The permittee has transferred, sold or otherwispadied of the animal for

which the permit was issued;

6. The permittee has acted in an inhumane or crueheran the treatment of
animals; or
7. The permittee provided false information in thefise application.
B. If, after inspection, an animal control officerlaw enforcement officer-concludes

that one or more of the above grounds for revondtas occurred, the officer may modify the terms
of the permit or revoke the permit. The officerlsbause written notice thereafter be transmitted b
mail to the address of the permittee. Said ndalwal specify the grounds for modification or

revocation of the permit.

ARTICLE XXXVI. SECTION 9-36 Sale or adoption of cats or dogs or wolf
hybrids.
A. Any person who provides or offers to the publicgtWter or not for compensation,
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any cat or dog, or wolf hybrid shall provide toitheients, free of charge, information, relatirg t
pet care and ownership, including information whegrglicable, on Borough Ordinances pertaining
to animal control. This required information wik Iprepared and provided by the Borough upon
request.

B. Any person offering cats, dogs, or wolf hybridsdate or adoption shall disclose to
any purchaser information regarding the licensimgjistration or permit requirements of the
Borough applicable to such animal.

C. No person shall offer for sale or adoption any dagj, or wolf hybrid on any public
street, sidewalk or public park unless such pefisstnobtains a business license to sell pets ar is
recognized pet rescue/adoption agency.

D. Prior to release for adoption, any animal adoptethfany shelter, animal rescue
organization or pound shall be spayed or neutenéess the shelter or pound obtains a certificate

from a licensed veterinarian certifying as to tlkealth reasons for failing to alter such animal.

ARTICLE XXXVII. SECTION 9-37 Disposition of fees collected.

A. License fees and other money collected or receivater the provisions of this
ordinance, except for those fees which are forwatdethe State of New Jersey, or which are
received as donations pursuant to the requestoioatcbn on the dog and cat license application
form, shall be forwarded to the Borough Treasunershall be placed in a special account separate

from any of the other accounts and shall be useth&following purposes:
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1. For collecting, keeping and impounding of dogs aats liable to seizure
under this ordinance;

2. For local prevention and control of rabies;

3. For payment of damage to or losses of poultry amdestic animals, except

dogs and cats, caused by unknown dog or dogs;

4, For canvass of unlicensed dogs as prescribed fyttte of New Jersey.
5. For administering the provisions of this ordinaree
6. For providing dog and cat control in the BorougtMarchantville.
B Any unexpected balance remaining in such spac@dunt shall be retained until the

end of the third fiscal year following and may ksed for any of the purposes set forth in this
section. At the end of the said third fiscal yesioiwing, and at the end of each fiscal year thitzea
there shall be transferred from such special adcturthe general funds of the Borough of
Merchantville any amount then in such account wigah excess of the total amount paid into the
special account during the last two fiscal yearg peeceding.

C. Fees collected or received under the provisadrikis ordinance which are to be
forwarded to the State of New Jersey shall be fate@ within thirty (30) days after collection by
the Borough Clerk to the State Department of Heatith Senior Services.

D. Money received as donations pursuant to theastdar donations on the dog and cat

license application form shall be placed into aasefe account and used solely for:
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1. Neutering or other veterinary care of impoundeuinals;
2. Neutering or other veterinary care of commuaoéis; and
3. Neutering or other veterinary care of cats aysd@whose owners receive a

means-tested public benefit.

ARTICLE XXXVIII. SECTION 9-38 Impounding or taking dogs or other
animals into custody; grounds.

The animal control officer appointed for the pupby the Borough shall take into custody
and impound or cause to be taken into custodyrapdunded, and thereafter offered for adoption or
given appropriate final disposition as providedhis section:

A. Any dog off the premises of the owner or of thespercharged with the care of the
dog, which is reasonably believed to be a stray dog

B. Any dog off the premises of the owner or the pexdarged with the care of the dog
without a current registration tag on its collaretsewhere; or

C. Any female dog in season off the premises of theesvor the person charged with
the care of the dog; or

D. Any dog or other animal which is suspected to lnédraor

E. Any dog or other animal off the premises of the enar the person charged with its
care that is reported to, or observed by, a cedi#inimal control officer to be ill, injured, oeating

a threat to public health, safety or welfare.
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F. An exception to the provisions of this Section ed®a for any cat or cats that are part
of an approved community cat management/TNR progvemch shall be handled subject to the

provisions of this Chapter pertaining to commucys.

ARTICLE XXXIX. SECTION 9-39 Animal Control Officer shall attempt to
return animals to owners or caregivers
in the field.
A. Upon capturing an animal that bears a registratigror private ID tag or tattoo, an

animal control officer shall make every reasonaffiert to contact the owner or caregiver listed on
the tag or associated with the registration oota#ind shall make every reasonable effort to return
the animal to its owner or caregiver while in thed; that is, without transporting the animal to a
animal control facility. Ifitis not reasonablggsible to return the animal to the owner or cayi
while in the field, the animal control officer wifbllow normal notification and impounding
procedures according to the provisions of this @rap

B. Upon capturing an animal that does not bear atragjen tag or private ID tag, the
animal control officer shall carefully scan theraal for a microchip using a universal scanner. If a
microchip is found, the animal control officer dhalake every reasonable effort to contact the
microchip company to obtain contact information thee owner or caregiver and shall then make
every reasonable effort to contact the owner oegiger and return the animal to its owner or

caregiver while in the field; that is, without tsgporting the animal to the animal control facilltyt
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is not reasonably safe or possible to return tira@rto the owner or caregiver while in the fietag
animal control officer will follow notification andmpounding procedures according to the
provisions of this Chapter.

C. The impounding shelter and/or animal control offitey make a reasonable inquiry
in the immediate vicinity in which a stray animalpicked up in order to locate the owner or

caregiver, if any, of a stray animal.

ARTICLE XL. SECTION 9-40 Attempts by shelter to identify owner or
caregiver based on microchip prior to
adoption, euthanasia.

A. When a shelter, pound, or kennel operating as lgestoe pound, or animal rescue
organization facility receives a cat or dog for @fhthe identity of the owner or caregiver is not
known, the shelter or rescue organization shadifadly scan the animal for microchip identification
using a universal scanner.

B. Prior to release of any cat or dog for adoptioansfer to another facility or foster
home, or euthanasia of the cat or dog, the shelwemnd, kennel operating as a shelter or pound, or
animal rescue organization facility shall, if tdemtity Of the owner or caregiver is not knownysca
the cat or dog for microchip identification.

C. If either scan required pursuant to subsection thigfsection reveals information

concerning the owner or caregiver of the cat or, ttegshelter, pound, kennel operating as a shelter

or pound, or animal rescue organization facilitglshmmediately seek to contact and notify the
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owner or caregiver of the whereabouts of the cdbgr Furthermore, if microchip identification is
found, the shelter, pound, kennel operating asefteshor pound, or animal rescue organization

facility shall hold the animal for at least sevét) (lays after the notification to the owner or

caregiver.
ARTICLE XLI. SECTION 9-41 Notice to owner/caregiver of impoundment.
A. If any animal so seized bears a microchip or weacllar or harness having

inscribed thereon or attached thereto the namaaahickss of any person, or bears a registration tag
or a private ID tag, or the owner or the caregorethe person keeping or harboring said animal is
known, any person authorized by the Borough Coustll forthwith serve on the person whose
address is given on the collar, harness or tagynothe person whose contact information is
associated with the microchip, or on the owneherdaregiver or the person keeping or harboring
said animal, if known, a notice in writing statitngit the animal has been seized and will be li@ble
be offered for adoption or destroyed if not clainvathin seven (7) days after the service of the
notice.

B. A notice under this section may be served eithedddiering it to the person on
whom it is to be served, or by leaving it at thespa's usual or last known place of abode or at the
address given on the collar, harness, microchipgyror by forwarding it by post in a prepaid lette
addressed to that person at the person's usustdmown place of abode or at the address given on

the collar, harness, microchip or tag.
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C. In the case of an impounded ear-tipped cat, ifctamunity cat caregiver is not
known, the Sponsor shall be notified. The Spomsauthorized to reclaim an ear-tipped cat on

behalf of the caregiver.

ARTICLE XLII. SECTION 9-42 Holding period establis hed; adoption;
other disposition of animal.

A. An animal shelter, pound, or kennel operating as@mal shelter or pound receiving
an animal from a certified animal control officer the Borough, or from any other individual,
group, or organization, shall hold the animal fotemst seven (7) days, and excluding official
holidays recognized by Camden County or when te#eshs otherwise closed to the public due to
an unexpected event, before offering it for adoptmr euthanizing, relocating, or sterilizing the
animal except if:

1. the animal is surrendered voluntarily by its owieehe animal shelter, pound,
or kennel operating as an animal shelter or pounavhich case the provisions of “voluntary
surrender by owner” section shall apply; or

2. the animal is suspected of being rabid, in whickectne animal shall be
immediately reported to the executive officer ¢f thcal board of health and to the Department of
Health and Senior Services, and shall be quarahtigserved, and otherwise handled and dealt
with as appropriate for an animal suspected ofdeaid or as required by the Department of
Health and Senior Services for such animals; or

3. the animal is an ear-tipped community cat, in wicaée the provisions of the
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“disposition of ear-tipped community cats” sectwfrthis Chapter shall apply.

B. Except as otherwise provided for under subsectigisgction [Voluntary surrender
by owner], under section [Disposition of feral catsl community cats], and under subsection 5 of
this section, no shelter, pound, or kennel opegasa shelter or pound receiving an animal from a
certified animal control officer may transfer theraal to an animal rescue organization facilitgor
foster home until the shelter, pound, or kennetaieg as a shelter or pound has held the animal fo
at least seven days.

C. If the animal remains unclaimed, is not claimed tuéhe failure of the owner or
other person to comply with the requirements of f@ction, or is not adopted after seven days after
the date on which notice is served pursuant toisediNotice to owner or caregiver of
impoundment) or, if no notice can be served, net han seven days after the date on which the
animal was impounded, the impounded animal mayfleesal for adoption, placed in a foster home,
transferred to another shelter, pound, kennel dpegras a shelter or pound, or animal rescue
organization facility, or humanely euthanized.

D. At the time of adoption, the right of ownershighe animal shall transfer to the new
owner.

E. Feral cats brought in by the public or by animahteal officers or other law
enforcement officials in traps for the purpose biRI'shall be spayed/neutered, vaccinated against
rabies, ear-tipped on the left ear, and returnélaetdocation at which they were trapped/caughe. Th

Sponsor shall be notified of the location of theiteeed and returned feral cat. If return to the
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location at which a cat was trapped is considatdg tlangerous to the cat’s well-being, or ret@rn i
otherwise deemed impossible; the cat will be raktavith the approval by the animal control

officer or Sponsor.

ARTICLE XLIIl.  SECTION 9-43 Voluntary surrender by owner.

A. If an animal shelter, pound or kennel operatingraanimal shelter or pound is not
required to hold an animal for at least seven gaysuant to Paragraph 1(a) of section, the animal
shelter, pound, or kennel operating as an aningtestor pound:

1. shall offer the animal for adoption for at leastesedays before euthanizing it;
or

2. may transfer the animal to an animal rescue orgéiniz facility or a foster
home prior to offering it for adoption if such arsfer is determined to be in the best interetteof
animal by the shelter, pound, or kennel operatsg ahelter or pound.

B. Every owner who voluntarily surrenders an animastquovide photo identification
and sign a form acknowledging that the surrendeohsntary and acknowledging the discretion of
the animal shelter to dispose of the animal. TheoBgh, pounds, animal control officers and
shelters are not required by state law to accepeowurrendered animals. The animal shelter shall
not be liable for the disposition of any voluntaslrrendered animal after receipt of the aninmahfr
its owner.

C. Owners surrendering animals shall be responsiblegiying an intake fee, and should
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the animal(s) not be current on vaccination reaglimgthe shelter, vaccination fees shall also e pa
by the owner wishing to surrender his/her animallfe animal shelter may also require owners
surrendering unaltered animals to be responsiblesging fees for spaying/neutering the animal(s).
D. Owners wishing to surrender an animal with the estjdor euthanasia shall be
allowed to do so at the discretion of the animallte. It is not the policy or practice of animal
shelters to supply "on-demand" euthanasia procedbrg in the interest of relieving a suffering

animal, an animal shelter may provide the senaceaffee or at no charge, at its sole discretion.

ARTICLE XLIV. SECTION 9-44 Proper identification f or redemption.

If the owner or the person charged with the cate@fnimal seeks to claim it within seven
days, or after the seven (7) days have elapsduthorte the animal has been adopted or euthanized,
the shelter, pound, or kennel operating as a stalfgund shall, in the case of a cat or dogasse
it to the owner or person charged with its careyjled the owner or person charged with the care of
the animal provides proof of ownership, which mastude a valid cat or dog license, registration,
rabies inoculation certificate, documentation frhra owner's veterinarian that the cat or dog has
received regular care from that veterinarian, phatograph of the animal. If a person provides a
photograph of the animal as proof of ownership, leeson must also provide personal photo

identification.

ARTICLE XLV. SECTION 9-45 Proper identification fo r adoption.
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In order to adopt an animal from an animal corghalter, pound, or kennel operating as a

shelter or pound, a person must be at least 18 pyé@ge and provide photo identification.

ARTICLE XLVI. SECTION 9-46 Rabies vaccination required for adoption
or redemption.

All dogs, cats and ferrets must have current ralaesinations in order to be redeemed or
adopted. This requirement may only be waived &f thvner can produce to the animal control
shelter a rabies vaccination certificate from asiatrian and any other information necessary in
order for the animal control shelter to determimat the animal has a current vaccination or if the
owner produces written certification from a licethseterinarian that the animal's infirmity, other
physical condition, or regimen of therapy exempfsom vaccination against rabies. To comply

with this requirement, an animal control shelteymaccinate any animal in its custody.

ARTICLE XLVIl. SECTION 9-47 Licensing at adoption or redemption from
an animal control shelter or pound.

In addition to any applicable fees required by Qieapter for adoption or redemption:

A. If a cat or dog being redeemed is currently licdresed registered, the owner must
present the license and registration at the tinted#mption.

B. If a person redeeming a cat or dog resides in thte f New Jersey and does not
present proof of a current license and registragiotime time of redemption, he or she must sign a

statement indicating an understanding that the ghauihforward information about the redemption,
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including but not limited to the owner's name, &gt phone number, e-mail address and animal

description, to the municipality in which the redes resides. The municipality in which the owner

resides may use this information to contact theesvaout obtaining a license for the cat or dog.
C. This provision shall not apply to a Sponsor or Camity Cat Caregiver redeeming

an ear-tipped community cat.

ARTICLE XLVIII. SECTION 9-48 Sterilization of anim als being adopted.

A. An animal adopted, transferred or given away fragnamimal control facility, animal
shelter or rescue organization or private individnaCamden County seeking to adopt, transfer,
exchange, foster, give away or otherwise find ad&don homeless or unwanted animals, shall be
sterilized by a veterinarian prior to the adoptiorhe animal shelter or rescue organization may
require the new pet owner to pay for the cost efilstation.

B. This requirement shall not apply when a veterimadatermines that sterilization
would endanger the animal's health due to its iafjenity, disability or illness. In such case, the
owner or adopter shall sign a written agreemerttstiesilization shall be performed as soon as healt
permits, or the veterinarian shall provide a wntstatement indicating that sterilization is not

advised due to age or other concerns.

ARTICLE XLIX. SECTION 9-49 Redemption by owner; owner to bear
expenses.
A. The owner of any animal, be it domestic, exoticldwar farm animal, that is
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apprehended or impounded by animal control or ppigresponsible for any damages or expenses
pertaining to it.

B. Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance,aiwaer of any apprehended or
impounded animal may redeem the animal upon paytaehe impounding shelter of expenses or

damages pertaining to the animal including, butlinaited to:

1. An intake and/or reclaim fee for each animal redsdm
2. A boarding/maintenance fee, not to exceed $ per animal, per day;
3. All veterinary charges, drug and medical expensdther expenses for the

care or treatment of the animal;

4. The cost of microchip implantation and a rabiescuag, if applicable;
5. The cost of license and registration, if applicable
6. All outstanding fines and final judgments, except &ny fine of which a

timely appeal is pending.
C. At the request of the owner the Impounding shelball provide an itemized list of

charges.

ARTICLE L. SECTION 9-50 "Adoption Fee" Option for Unaltered Cats
and Dogs Impounded for Being At-Large.

In lieu of paying the fees associated with impo(itesmized above labeled "a" through "d" in
the section ("Redemption by owner; owner to bepeases"), an owner or caregiver reclaiming an
unaltered cat or dog that was impounded for beiflgrge can choose to pay the equivalent of the
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municipality's or pound's adoption fee for dogsais. The adoption fee includes spaying/neutering,
microchip, applicable vaccines, and a heartworm tes

1. If the owner or caregiver chooses to pay the edgpmtaf the adoption fee" the
owner or caregiver is still responsible for payihg fees itemized above labeled "e" through "f' in
the section "Redemption by owner; owner to beaeagps."

2. If an owner or caregiver chooses to reclaim hisdneaitered cat or dog, and if
that animal is picked up for being at-large 3 tinmea calendar year, the animal is declared a publi

nuisance and neutering, at the owner's expensefrascmandatory.

ARTICLE LI. SECTION 9-51 Habitual nuisance.
It shall be unlawful for the owner, or any persaving temporary custody, of an animal or
animals to permit the animal (s), either willfullythrough failure to exercise due care or contool,

commit a habitual nuisance as defined Article ithi§ Chapter.

ARTICLE LII. SECTION 9-52 Noxious odors.

No person owning, possessing, harboring, keepimgasstody or charge of any dog or cat
shall cause, suffer, permit or allow the accumatatf dog or cat feces or droppings upon his or her
property or upon property occupied by him or heéhtextent that the odor may be noticeable to any
adjoining property owner or owners or that it cesadr results in an attraction for vermin breeding

any other public health nuisance to adjoining prgpawners and neighbors.
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ARTICLE LIII. SECTION 9-53 Tethering of Dogs.

A. It is unlawful to chain or tether unneutered dagamy manner and/or at any time
within the Borough of Merchantville.

B. Neutered dogs may be tethered under the followimgimstances:

1. The tether must be at least 15 feet long and hpeeative swivel on both
ends, weigh no more than one-eighth'{)/8f the dog's weight and be attached to a proffi¢ityg
collar or harness.

2. The collar used for tethering may not be a cholarchollar, slip collar or
prong collar. The tether must allow the dog actegsoper shelter, sufficient food and sufficient
water.

3. The tether may not be used in any area where itbmayme tangled around
objects, such as, but not limited to, a tree, pelece, or stake.

4. The tether cannot inhibit the movement of the atigfianbs or cause injury,
harm, entanglement or strangulation.

5. The tether must restrain the dog within the bouatithe owner's or
caregiver's property.

6. The tether must terminate no less than five (3)ffeen any fence, pool, wall,
vehicle, tree, or other object or obstruction updrnch any animal may harm itself.

7. Dogs may be tethered for no more than four consexhours in any twenty
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four hour period of time and never between sunsetsanrise.

C. When a violation of this provision occurs, an arlinsantrol officer or law
enforcement officer is authorized to document tineumstances and evidence, take reasonable
measures to remove the animal from the tether thakether as evidence, and take the animal to the

pound.

ARTICLE LIV. SECTION 9-54 Controlling poisonous substances.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowinglyreegligently place or leave any
poison or poisonous substances injurious to domastmals in any place accessible to domestic
animals or to recklessly or negligently expose aog-vermin animal to poison or poisonous
substances. Nothing in this section is intendextitiress the unintentional poisoning of an animal
due to the animal's ingestion of plants that aterafly growing, potted or part of a maintained
landscape, nor shall it include unintentional poiag of an animal due to the animal's ingestion of
bugs, reptiles, and other animals. For the pugpo$ehis section, 'recklessly’ shall mean that a
reasonable person should have known under the gik@mmstances that he or she was exposing the
animal to poison or a poisonous substance.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to feed an aliamy controlled substance without
the authorization of a veterinarian, or to impdie tphysical condition of an animal by non-
therapeutic administration of a drug or narcotitlagally permitted or licensed for the purpose for

which it is administered. This provision does aply to animal control officers or veterinarians i
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the performance of their duties.
ARTICLE LV. SECTION 9-55 Potentially Dangerous Dogs.

Every person who shall own, keep or harbor anyatatpgs, either male or female, within
the boundaries of the Borough of Merchantville wias been adjudicated to be a “potentially
dangerous dog” by the Municipal Court of the Borowgf Merchantville, or by any Court of
competent jurisdiction within the State of New &grpursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:19-24, shall apply for
and procure from the Borough Clerk a license afidiafred metal registration tag for such dog and
pay for the said license a fee as directed in 8@®@+16(F) of this Chapter. Additionally, the
applicant shall also pay any additional fee or fegssed by statute for the benefit of a speciadifu

or funds, pertaining to dogs, such fee or feestdibposed of as provided by statute.

ARTICLE LVI. SECTION 9-9 Keeping of livestock and fowl prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corption to keep, stable, breed or quarter
livestock or fowl as defined in Section 9-1 of t@isapter within the corporate limits of the Borough
of Merchantville. This term shall not include theelping of cats, dogs or other domestic animals

within the limits of the Borough of Merchantville.

ARTICLE LVII. SECTION 9-57 Violations; penalties.
Any person, firm or corporation who or which shablate any of the provisions of this

Chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be liablggenalties or any combination thereof as set fort
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in Chapter 1-9 of the Code of the Borough of Menthidle, in the discretion of the Judge of the
Municipal Court before whom such violation is heandl conviction made. Each day that a violation
occurs shall be deemed a separate and distinetian) subject to the penalty provisions of this

Chapter.

ARTICLE LVIII.
Chapter 9 — Animals and Chapter 21 — Dogs, cugrentthe Code of the Borough of
Merchantville, be and hereby are repealed. Alliadces contrary to the provisions of this

Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent tbgtalre inconsistent herewith.

ARTICLE LVIII.

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage ahlication according to law.

THE BOROUGH OF MERCHANTVILLE

BY:
EDWARD F. BRENNAN, MAYOR

ATTEST:

DENISE BROUSE, BOROUGH CLERK
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The foregoing ordinance was introduced by Mayor@adncil at a meeting held on April 13, 2015.
This Ordinance will be considered for adoptionfioal reading and public hearing to be held on
May 11, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council MeetingoRg Merchantville Borough Hall, 1 West
Maple Avenue, Merchantville, New Jersey.

The purpose of this Ordinance is to adopt a congmeilre Animal Ordinance by and for the
Borough of Merchantville. A copy of this Ordinaniseavailable at no charge to the general public
between the hours of 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Mondagtigh Friday (Legal Holidays excluded), at the
Office of the Borough Clerk, Merchantville Borousgfall, 1 West Maple Avenue, Merchantville,
New Jersey
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